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 NATIVE RESEARCH NEWS is an official 
newsletter of the Native Research Network (NRN) 
for NRN members and treasured friends. All 
submissions for the next issue must be sent to 
the Lillian Tom-Orme, Communications 
Committee Chair (Lillian.Tomorme@hsc.utah.edu) 
by January 9, 2015. 
 
Fall 2014 issue 

 
 

What is Autumn in Indian Country?  
Indian Country celebrates the four seasons in many ways, unique to the local resources and 
ecology as well as cultural patterns. Autumn is a special time for harvest and healing. In the 
southwest, we harvest and prepare corn, berries, squash, and deer and elk meat for the cold 
months ahead. Pueblos celebrate ‘feast days” to commemorate patron saints but also to renew 
their culture, language, and kinship. The Great Lakes cultures complete the harvesting of wild 
rice. In the southern plains, the Cherokee celebrate the signing of the 1839 Cherokee 
constitution during their National Cherokee Holiday in August. Many tribes hold pow-wows and 
other celebrations. The Plateau natives have completed their root digging and berry picking. 
Most tribal people hunt deer, elk, and/or moose that are dried and preserved to sustain them 
through the winter months. Fall is also a time to gather firewood and repair or make winter wear. 
All give thanks to Mother Earth and the Creator for these resources.  What is your fall tradition? 
The following is a wonderful story about ricing: 
http://indiancountrytodaymedianetwork.com/2014/10/16/gift-harvest-
art-and-history-ricing-157353 

 
                Closing Remarks from Past NRN Co-Chairs 

Drs. Priscilla Sanderson and Janelle Palacio 
 

This certainly was a journey! We are honored to have been given the reins to guide NRN 
through a period of growth and new change. During our tenure, NRN faced a number of 
challenges, largely rooted in non-secure funding and dwindling resources. Surveying the 
landscape, and taking stock of our strengths and areas to improve, we quickly called upon 
our volunteer board to join us in taking on more activities than previous NRN Boards have 
been accustomed to. We are grateful to our fellow NRN Board Members for their sacrifices 
in securing conference funding and speakers, soliciting for abstracts and attendees, 
compiling the abstracts, assigning presenter space, creating the conference agenda and 
program, and all the other detailed activities that are required to put on a conference. Thank 
you. 
Like all road trips, it is necessary to have a map. Our “maps” were pieced together from bits 
of conversations, emails, and long Skype calls with veteran NRN members. Without their 
help, and historical knowledge, much precious effort would have been spent in trying to 
uncover the why’s and how’s of NRN. Every tenure should have a good resource of “maps,” 
and we only hope that more NRN members will step forward and offer their insights and 
guidance.  
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In an economically dry setting, driving from point A to point B proved difficult. Partnerships 
with organizations like Spirit of EAGLES, National Institute on Alcohol Abuse, and 
Alcoholism Center for American Indian Research and American Indian Higher Education 
Consortium, as well as our relationships with universities like Baylor College of Medicine, 
Northern Arizona University, University of Arizona, and Arizona State University became the 
long awaited oasis in the desert, affording NRN a bit more resources and funds to continue 
on, making the last push to the conference. Thank you. 
And like all good road trips, you are bound to get lost, short tempered, exhausted, and have 
musings as to why you started the darn trip in the first place. However, this is far outweighed 
by the beautiful landscape, the unexpected cruisin’ jams you find on your spotty radio 
reception in the middle of no-where, and the friendships you make. This certainly has been 
our fortune. 
Typically NRN has anywhere between 80-180 current members, of which about 50 at any 
one time are responsive, and about 20 are active in various membership committees. We 
are a small organization, but have the potential for much greatness. We are a diverse 
organization of many nations and many disciplines. We can be each other’s resource, basis 
for networks, and systems of support. We encourage you to not only sign up for a 
committee, but help in the stewardship of our amazing organization. This may be in the form 
chairing a committee, but also is easily served by volunteering to help out administratively, 
or soliciting for new members. 
We welcome you to join us on yet another road trip, this one to the 2016 Native Health 
Research Conference. Come join us as “back seat drivers” and passengers aboard the Dr. 
Felicia Hodge- Paulette Baukol- Dr. Lillian Tom-Orme- Dr. Leah Rouse Caravan. 
Sincerely, Priscilla Sanderson & Janelle Palacios 
 

Meet the NRN Board of Directors for 2014-1015 
 

Felicia Schanche Hodge, DrPH, Co-Chair, is a member of the 
Wailaki tribe from Northern California. She holds a joint position as 
Professor in the UCLA School of Nursing and School of Public 
Health, where she teaches Research Methods, Ethics, and Family 
Theory. Funded continuously since 1990, her current research at the 
Center for American Indian/Indigenous Research and Education 

(CAIIRE) is in cancer pain management and cancer symptom control. She is also the PI 
of the UCLA pre and postdoctoral training program. 
 

Paulette Baukol, Co-Chair is a member of the Turtle Mountain 
Band of Chippewa tribe and was recently the Director of 
Operations for the Spirit of EAGLES at the Mayo Clinic in 
Minnesota. Paulette currently heads up a private consulting firm. 
 
 
 

 
Leah Rouse, PhD, Co-chair-Elect, is of Métis heritage and an 
Assistant Professor and Coordinator of the Trauma-Informed Care 
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Program in the Department of Educational Psychology, and Affiliate Faculty in American 
Indian Studies, at the University of Wisconsin- Milwaukee. She is a Hampton Faculty 
Fellow (2010-2013) fellow with the Mayo Clinic/Spirit of E.A.G.L.E.S.  Her research 
within Indigenous communities focuses on emic-based research methodologies, trauma 
broadly defined, and commercial tobacco cessation.    
  
Lillian Tom-Orme, PhD, MPH, RN, FAAN, Co-chair elect, is Dine’ and is Assistant 

Research professor at the University of Utah School of Medicine 
and Diversity Coordinator in the College of Nursing. She is a Co-
Founder and twice co-chair of the NRN. She also serves on the 
boards of the National Alaska Native American Indian Nurses 
Association and the American Public Health’s American 
Indian/Alaska Native/Native Hawaiian Caucus. Her research is in 
the area of cancer patterns of care and health disparities.  
 
 

 
Priscilla Sanderson, PhD, immediate past Co-chair,  
is a member of the Navajo Nation and is Associate 
Professor at the University of Northern Arizona. She is the 
co-PI and co-Director of the Center for American Indians at 
the University of Albuquerque. Her research is in the area 
of resiliency.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Janelle Palacios, PhD. CNM, immediate past Co-
Chair, is Salish-Kootenai and earned her doctorate in 
nursing from the University of California at San Francisco 
(UCSF). Currently she works as a nurse midwife, is 
completing a postdoc fellowship at UCSF and is an 
Affiliate Faculty at the University of Arizona in the 
Department of Family and Community Medicine. Her 
research involves maternal/child health, early parenthood, 
labor/childbirth, and digital storytelling.  
 
 
 
 

 
    Marla Pardilla, MPH, MSW, Treasurer, is a Dine’member of the 
Navajo Nation and is currently senior scientist with the Johns 
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Hopkins University Bloomberg School of Public Health. Her research is 
focused on children and obesity with environmental approaches to 
prevention and working with tribal communities.  She is a co-Founder and 
past Co-chair of the NRN, 1997-2003.  She is also a long standing 
member of the North American Indian Women’s Association in cultural 
preservation activities.  She resides with her family in Rio Rancho, New 
Mexico. 

 
Emily Haozous, PhD, Secretary, is Chiricahua Fort Sill Apache, and an Assistant 

Professor at the University of New Mexico College of 
Nursing. Her research examines cancer disparities in 
American Indians and Alaska Natives. Dr. Haozous 
utilizes wellness-based models to improve cancer 
prevention and early detection in tribal communities.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
Tassy Parker, PhD, RN, member of Seneca Nation 

(Beaver clan), is a  medical sociologist and registered nurse;  
Associate Professor of Family and Community Medicine ; and 
Associate Professor of Nursing at the University of New 
Mexico Health Sciences Center and School of Medicine. She is 
director of the UNM HSC Center for Native American Health 
and co-founder and director of the Institute for Indigenous 
Knowledge and Development.  Her research includes historical 
trauma study with her tribe and the use of community based 

participatory research (CBPR) on depression among urban American Indians. 
 
 
Leo J. Nolan (Akwesasne Mohawk), member at large, has more than 40 years of 

experience in Indian health and education programs primarily 
at the federal government policy level including 25 years with 
Indian Health Service HQs where he served as the senior 
policy analyst for external affairs. With the collaboration of 
NIH senior leadership, he established the NARCH program, 
the HHS AI/AN Health Research Advisory Council and other 
research activities on behalf of Indian communities along with 
numerous partnerships that include Mayo Clinic, Johns 
Hopkins University, Health Canada, NIKE and the VA-VHA. 
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 Rydell (Dael) Todicheeney, PhD, RN is a member of the 
Navajo Nation. He is currently completing a post-doctoral 
fellowship at Arizona State University (ASU) College of 
Nursing and Health Innovation and is a Research Affiliate at 
Mayo Clinic Scottsdale.  As a post-doc fellow, he will 
explore hepatitis c virus and health disparities  research 
among Southwest American Indians.  Dael received his 
doctorate (PhD) and graduate (MSN) degrees in nursing 
from the University of San Diego, and completed his 
undergraduate degree (BSN) from ASU.   
 
 

 
***************************************************************** 

In Memoriam 
 Kenton James Laffoon, Sr.  
Kenton Laffoon, MSW, Mohave, passed into the spirit world on 
September 15, 2014 in Arizona. Kenton served as Co-chair of 
the NRN in 2013 and was Program Director, Inter Tribal Council 
of Arizona, Inc. (ITCA) since 2005. He received his Master’s 
degree in Social Work Administration from Arizona State 
University in 2005 and was honored as one of 16 ASU 
outstanding students. Through his work at ITCA he coordinated a 
number of activities including the American Indian Youth 
Conference and the Southwest American Indian Cancer Network 
which is a partnership between ITCA, the Arizona Cancer Center 

and the Phoenix Indian Medical Center. Kenton will be missed; NRN sends 
condolences and prayers to his family and friends.  
****************************************************************************** 
 
 
2014 Native Health Research Conference Report 
On June 1-5, 2014, members of the Native Research Network and community partners 
celebrated the 25th anniversary of the Native American Health Research Conference in 
Phoenix, Arizona. Helping us celebrate our Silver Anniversary were 305 conference attendees, 
of which 65 identified as students! Our 2014 conference theme was Resiliency: The Science of 
Strength, and certainly was timely as NRN continues to grow and change.  
As the years go by identifying and securing conference funding becomes increasingly 
challenging, as evidenced by not having a 2013 conference. A large part of our success lies 
upon our partnerships with agencies and universities, but also with individuals. Due to funding 
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received from agencies and universities, NRN was able to offer 35 student scholarships to our 
conference!  

On Sunday, July 1st two pre-conference sessions took place. The Center for American Indian 
Resilience (CAIR) sponsored Dr. Linda Burhannstipanov to give a 4 hour basic training on 
genetics among Natives, entitled “Genetic Education for Native Americans (GENA)” with a 
special emphasis on education for community members, tribal health directors, Indian Health 
Service directors and health care providers as well as students. In addition, the Mayo Clinic 
Spirit of EAGLES sponsored a four hour pre-conference session entitled, “Ten Essential 
Elements of A Successful Grant,” wherein key people representing various institutes from NIH 
attended to give practical insights into the grant process. Invited speakers included: Dr. Sheila 
Caldwell (Program Director, National Institute of General Medical Sciences), Dr. Kathy Etz 
(Program Officer, National Institute on Drug Abuse), Delight Satter (Senior Advisor for Tribal 
Research and Program Integration, CDC, Dr. Shobha Srinivasan (Health Disparities 
Coordinator, National Cancer Institute)  and Dr. Teshia Solomon (University of Arizona). 

NRN would like to thank those who were able to support our 2014 conference: 

Agencies Universities Companies Individuals 
Spirit of EAGLES, Mayo 
Clinic                             
(Dr. Judith Kaur) 

American Indian Higher 
Education Consortium 
(Dr. Carrie Billy) 

National Institute on 
Alcohol Abuse and 
Alcoholism                   
(Dr. Judith Arroyo) 

CAIR- Center for 
American Indian 
Resilience                      
(Dr. Priscilla Sanderson) 

Baylor College of 
Medicine                       
(Dr. Larry Laufman) 

North Dakota State 
University                     
(Dr. Don Warne) 

Arizona Health Sciences 
Center 

Native American Research 
and Training Center, 
University of Arizona  
(Dr. Teshia Solomon) 

TGEN- Translational 
Genomics Research 
Institute 

Heard Museum 

 

Dr. William Betts 
(Sponsor) 

Bob Haozous (Artist) 

Dolores Purdy (Artist) 

Dr. Felicia Hodge (Donor) 

Dr. Rodney Haring & 
Richard Kettle (Donors) 

Dr. Janelle Palacios 
(Donor) 

Dr. Tam Lutz (Donor) 

Dr. Teshia Solomon 
(Donor) 

On day 1 of the actual conference, conference attendees were welcomed to the Southwest 
desert by Hopi tribal liaison Lori Joshweseoma on behalf of Hopi Tribal leader Herman Honanie, 
and blessed by Pascua Yaqui Miguel Flores, Jr. This was followed by plenary speakers which 
included Drs. Nicole Teufel-Shone (University of Arizona), Donald Fixaco (Arizona State 
University), Bill Knowler (NIDDK), and Larry Agodoa (NIDDK). Breakout sessions addressed 
research issues of elder care, traditional foods and health, historical trauma on diabetes care, 
community-based participatory research, child health, environmental health, cancer prevention 
to survivorship, vaccinations and health programs, fetal alcohol spectrum disorders prevention, 
substance abuse and risky behaviors, uranium research, tobacco control and health policy, and 
NIH competitive grant writing . The day ended with laughter, storytelling, and poetry reading by 
Natalie Diaz, Mohave/Gila River poet and author.  
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On day 2, plenary speakers Drs. Fernando Martinez (University of Arizona), Maile Taualii 
(University of Hawaii), and Rebecca Tsosie (Arizona State University) spoke on the ethical, 
medical, and legal issues of genetic research. Topics for breakout session included indigenous 
bio-banking and ethical models, partnerships for cancer prevention, resiliency in Native 
communities, health policy research, developing a Native American public health course, and 
innovations in public health.  The day concluded with the annual NRN general membership 
meeting along with the transition of NRN leadership. Marla Pardilla and Dr. Lillian Tom-Orme 
officiated the transition ceremony by Drs. Janelle Palacios and Priscilla Sanderson accepting 
gifts of Pendleton blankets and having new Co-chairs Dr. Felicia Hodge and Ms. Paulette 
Baukol accept their role as leaders. Mr. Rick Dumas, Seminole-Creek, local official of the AZ 
Indian Veteran's Society, smudged the room and offered a prayer. Navajo NRN members and 
others  sang the honor song, "Walking in Beauty." Ms. Beverly-Gorman, ToHajiilee Din'e, 
provided a beautiful interpretation of the lyrics for the audience.   

Day 3 began with two esteemed Navajo medical doctors, Dr. Phil Smith and Ben Muneta, 
sharing stories about surviving and thriving in the boarding school system of the 1950’s and 
60s. Following this well-attended session were two panels on listening to the community to 
developing policy for biological specimens and building resilient communities through cancer 
research partnerships. Suzanne Koepplinger then spoke about resilient native woman and 
advocating protection from human trafficking. Breakout sessions addressed various aspects of 
native resilience and health, childhood health improving indigenous heath, innovations in 
prevention interventions with youth and families, and environmental health. The day ended with 
poster sessions, a silent auction, and speed mentoring.  

The final day began with an announcement of awards that celebrated researchers and 
advocated for education and research. Dr. Felicia Hodge gave a special address, on behalf of 
Dr. Everett Rhoades, the first American Indian Director of the Indian Health Service. This was 
followed by a discussion of reducing health disparities, promoting resilience, and healing in 
AIAN males. Dr. Janessa Graves (Washington State University) spoke about the resilient Native 
child and Dr. Judith Arroyo (NIAAA/NIH) spoke about alcohol use among Native Americans.  

Among the conference attendees were a number of students from various colleges and 
universities including Arizona State University, Northern Arizona University, University of 
Arizona, University of Washington, University of Montana, University of Utah, Yale University, 
University of California, and Dine College. 
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Congratulations to the following NRN award recipients: 

 Award Recipient’s Name Description 
NRN Founder’s Award Marla Pardilla and 

Leslie Randall 
This award is presented by the Founding Members of the 
NRN to someone who has been particularly supportive of 
NRN. 

Dr. Frank C. Dukepoo Award Everett Rhoades, 
MD 

This award is given to a Senior Native American 
researcher (more than 10 years experience) with a well- 
documented career, for promoting integrity, respect and 
excellence in Native health research. 

Dr. Phillip R. Smith Award Shobha Srinivasan, 
PhD. (NCI) 

This award is given to a Federal employee that has shown 
exemplary support to research in Native communities 
through direct funding or facilitating mechanisms, policy, 
or training. 

Training Award The Partnership for 
Native American 
Cancer Prevention 

This award is given to the training program that 
demonstrates excellence in recruiting, retaining, and 
training Native American investigators in Native health 
research. 

Young Investigator Award Maile Taualii, PhD,  
(U of Hawaii) 

This award is given to a young Native American 
Investigator (less than 10 years experience post-doctorate) 
who demonstrates exemplary and innovative work in 
health research. 

Student Award Dr. Christine 
Samuel  Nakamura 
(UCLA) 

This award is given to a Native American student who 
demonstrates exemplary work as a scientist and/or 
researcher. 

Native Community Research Award Confederated Tribes 
of the Colville 
Reservation 

This award is given either to a Native American individual 
or a Native American community that has demonstrated 
great strides in advancing and conducting culturally 
competent health research. The person/community has a 
documented record of health and science research. 

Many thank-yous and kudos to the Conference Planning Committee for a job well done 
and all who participated as speakers and poster presenters! 
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The Great Ball Game: Winged Birds vs. Four-Legged Animals 

(As told by Dr. Rodney Haring, April 2014, at Gowanda Central School) 
The captains for the four-legged animals were the bear, deer, and the turtle.  They were 
selected for their strength, quickness, and protective assets. 
 
The captains of the winged birds were the owl, hawk, and eagle.  They were chosen for their 
ability to keep their eye on the ball and their swiftness. 
 
While the birds were preparing for the game they noticed two small creatures climbing up a tree.  
They were not sure what they were but they were smaller than a mouse and had four legs.  
They climbed up a tree and asked the birds captains to play.  The eagle seeing they had four 
legs asked why they had not asked the four-legged team to play.  They replied that they did ask 
but the land animals laughed because of their small size and said they did not want them on 
their team. 
 
The birds agreed to have them on their squad but needed to figure out a way to make them 
bird-like.  So they decided to attach drum leather to their legs to make wings. The first animal 
became what is known today as a bat.  Noticing they had run out of drum leather for the second 
animal they decided to stretch his skin. They succeeded and made the flying squirrel.  Both the 
bat and squirrel were talented players able to maneuver through the sky keeping the ball afloat 
with their new flying capabilities. 
 
The game began and right away the flying squirrel caught the ball and brought it up to the birds.  
Just before the ball hit the ground the bat grabbed it with his darting and circling moves.  None 
of the land animals could catch him or take the ball away.  The bat scored the final goal and 
won the game for the birds. 
 
All beings, no matter how small, are important and have their own unique contribution to make 
in the world.  No matter what you think or feel about somebody that person may have qualities 
which may help you someday.  Lacrosse in its pure form is played for the Creator.  Everyone on 
the team is important, no matter how big or how small, how strong or how weak. 
(Rodney Haring, PhD. LMSW is Seneca and was NRN Co-Chair 2010-2011. He traveled with 
the 1991-92 Iroquois Nationals World Jr. LacrosseTeam) 
 

Membership  Update 
Currently, NRN has 170 active, current members! This is one of the largest membership years 
in history, partly because we are growing and more people are finding out about our 
organization, but also because this year NRN required presenters to join NRN. 
As you may recall from earlier this year, announcements were made that NRN has raised the 
cost of membership to help offset costs. Largely our membership fees are nominal, and 
significantly lower than many other professional organizations. 
 


